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FOR IMMMEDIATE RELEASE
POLICE AUTHORITIES CAMPAIGN TO RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS
Police authorities across the country are taking part this week in the first ever co-ordinated campaign to raise public awareness of their role in holding police to account on behalf of local people.
Association of Police Authorities Chair, Rob Garnham said: “Police authorities passionately believe in their role to ensure accountability for local policing is carried out by local people for local people.  We are the one body that already exists to carry out this role and the mix of elected politicians and lay members of the public makes us uniquely placed to strengthen the growing confidence in policing that is already becoming evident.”
“It is increasingly important that local people know about their police authority, and the important role it has in giving local communities a say in policing.  After all, how can the police be accountable to the whole of the community through the police authority, if local people don’t know about their police authority or how much it achieves on their behalf?  
“Across the country public awareness of police authorities is higher in some parts than others.  This is why we want as many police authorities as possible to take part in this initiative to emphasise the value of their local roles to communities, but also the importance of their national role through working together as the APA to influence and create national policing policy that serves everyone’s interests.
“Police authorities are there to be a conduit for the public; to feed back good policing practice and to strengthen the already strong relationship between local people and their local police.  But conversely, the public need to know who they can turn to when things go wrong.  If they don’t know who to approach when they are not happy with the service they get from police, this is a problem, and we need to fix it.  This is why the APA recently announced that it is working with the Independent Police Complaints Commission to ensure that there are effective and efficient ways of responding when the public are unhappy with the service they receive from the police.”
Police authority activities expected to gain local media coverage as part of the co-ordinated campaign include a police authority Chair’s six hour lock-up in the force custody suite, police 
continues

authorities’ work with young people, use of innovative publications to reach out to communities, police authorities public meetings, the unique composition and role of police authorities, police authority community survey results and descriptions of a day in the life of a police authority member.”
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· For further information please contact Chris Cairns on 020 7664 3174 or 07798504077.
· Local police authorities, along with the Home Secretary and chief officers of police, make up the tripartite relationship which is responsible for the governance of policing in England and Wales. 

· Police authorities are currently made up of local people: a mix of local councillors, magistrates and independent members (selected from the community) represent the views of local communities.
· The tripartite partners are the Home Office, the Association of Chief Police Officers and the Association of Police Authorities.  

· The job of Police Authorities is to:

· appoint (and, if necessary, dismiss)  chief constables and senior police officers 

· consult with local communities to find out what they want the local police to do

· set the budget for their police force, and decide how much local people should pay for policing in the local council tax 

· set the strategic direction for policing locally and decide what the police should focus attention on locally based on their consultations with local communities 

· make sure the police force is continuing to do a better job
· The Association of Police Authorities (APA) represents all police authorities in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, as well as the British Transport Police Authority, the Civil Nuclear Police Authority, and the Ministry of Defence Police Committee.
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